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Architecture and Available Funding 

Student Support for Architecture Courses in the UK 

Eligible students who study Architecture at a UK institution can receive an undergraduate support package for the degree (RIBA Part Ι), the placement year and the postgraduate diploma (RIBA Part ΙΙ). This full package of support is generally only available if you do all these elements without a break in study. 
If you intend to take more than two years out between Parts Ι and ΙΙ you will be required to inform your institution and your local Student Finance N.I. (SFNI) office so that your support can be suspended until you return to study. We cannot offer you undergraduate support while on work experience; however, we will still regard you as not having had a break in study and will be able to offer you undergraduate support for the RIBA Part ΙΙ. 

If you do not inform your institution or SFNI that you have suspended your studies or that you intend to return on an agreed date to complete RIBA Part ΙΙ, if you have a break of more than two years or if you return to the RIBA Part II on a part time basis you will no longer be eligible for the undergraduate funding package. You may, however, be eligible to apply for a Postgraduate Fee Loan of up to £6500 for the duration of the RIBA Part II.

If you change to a different approved institution between your RIBA Part I and Part II courses, your entire programme of study will still be considered a single course, providing you meet the above criteria.
From 2025/26, it is no longer a requirement to have completed an undergraduate degree in Architecture (RIBA Part I) to complete a postgraduate course in Architecture (RIBA Part II).  An undergraduate degree in a non-architectural subject can enable you to progress to a postgraduate course (RIBA Part II).  However, you will only be eligible to a postgraduate tuition fee loan, with no maintenance funding for RIBA Part II.
Architecture Courses in the Republic of Ireland (ROI)
Students who have completed RIBA Part I in the UK and who wish to study Part II in the ROI can apply for a means-tested Maintenance Grant and Maintenance Loan for their Part II study. You can also apply for a Student Contribution Loan to cover the Student Contribution charge. 

As Part II Architecture in the ROI is regarded as post-graduate study, students may be eligible to postgraduate tuition fee support of up to £6500 for the duration of the course, if they are attending a designated institution and not eligible to undergraduate support.
If you are in any doubt about the level of entitlement available, you can get more information from your local SFNI office. 

Use the EA finder available online at www.studentfinanceni.co.uk to obtain the telephone number and email address of your local SFNI office.[image: image2.jpg]studentfinance 111




