[image: ]Funding for Medical/Dental students
Students on UK first primary degree courses in Medicine/Dentistry are eligible for the standard student finance package for the first three years of their degree course as follows:
· a Tuition Fee Loan,
· a means-tested Maintenance Loan,
· a means-tested Maintenance Grant,
· additional help as required for students with disabilities or for students with dependents.
Funding for an intercalated year
Some students may decide to take a year away from their Medicine/Dentistry degree in order to follow a one-year intercalated degree. This normally takes place after third year but can take place after year four.  During this optional intercalated year, a student may have their standard funding continued, they may receive a Department of Health NI (DoH) bursary, they may receive a Postgraduate Tuition Fee Loan, or they may receive no funding at all. The outcome depends on the type of course followed and Institution attended.
After 3rd year
· Undergraduate degree. If a student decides to follow an intercalated one-year undergraduate degree, e.g. BSc Pharmacy, they will continue to receive the same type of student finance for the intercalated year that they received during the first three years i.e. Tuition Fee Loan and means-tested Maintenance Loan and Grant. They will not be eligible for any travel expenses.
· Postgraduate degree. If a student decides to follow a one-year postgraduate course during the intercalated year e.g. MPH (Master’s in Public Health) they will not be eligible for any undergraduate or DoH bursary during that year. However, a Postgraduate Tuition Fee Loan is available for the following postgraduate (Level 7) courses at UK and designated ROI Institutions only:
· Postgraduate Master’s courses,
· Postgraduate Diplomas,
· Postgraduate Certificates.
After the intercalated course has been completed students will normally progress on to year four of their degree.
Students on year four of a Medical/Dental degree are usually eligible for the same type of support as in the first three years. If students have completed an intercalated course (whether undergraduate or postgraduate), funding for years four and five of their Medicine/Dentistry degree will be provided by the DoH.


After 4th year
· Undergraduate degree. If a student decides to follow an intercalated one-year undergraduate degree, e.g. BSc Pharmacy, after year four of the Medical/Dental degree, they will be eligible for DoH funding for their intercalated one-year undergraduate degree and for the fifth year of their degree in Medicine/Dentistry.
· Postgraduate degree. If a student decides to follow a one-year postgraduate course during the intercalated year e.g., MPH (Master’s in Public Health), after year four of the Medical/Dental degree, they will be eligible for DoH funding for their intercalated one-year postgraduate degree and for the fifth year of their degree in Medicine/Dentistry.  If undertaking the PG degree at a NI University, the maximum Tuition Fee Loan available is £4855 and if studying in GB the maximum Tuition Fee Loan available is £9535.
When the student returns to their undergraduate Medical/Dental degree they will be eligible to receive DoH funding in year 5.
Department of Health NI (DoH) Bursaries 
· In Northern Ireland, the DoH provides bursaries for eligible first primary degree students of medicine and dentistry in their fifth and later years of study in the UK (years four and later after an intercalated degree).  Student Finance NI currently administers the arrangements for these bursaries on behalf of the DoH.
· The bursaries are income assessed and the amount paid depends on the level of household income. Students will also be eligible to apply for a reduced rate non-income assessed Maintenance Loan. Tuition fees are paid in full by the DoH.
· The support package from the DoH is different to the package of support the student received in the previous years of their Medical/Dental degree.
Illustration of Maintenance Grants and Loan entitlement for a standard year is as follows:
	INCOME (£)

	ASSESSED CONTRIBUTION (£)
	MAINTENANCE GRANT (£)

	MAINTENANCE LOAN (£)
	TOTAL GRANT PLUS LOAN (£)

	Student living at home
	
	
	Maximum £6,300 (*)
	

	19,203
	0
	3,475
	            4,450	
	7,925

	20,000
	0
	3,300
	 4,493
	7,793

	25,000
	0
	2,201
	 4,764
	6,965

	29,019
	0
	1,318
	 4,982
	6,300

	30,000
	0
	1,215
	 5,085
	6,300

	35,000
	0
	689
	 5,611
	6,300

	41,065
	0
	50
	 6,250
	6,300

	41,540
	0
	0
	 6,300
	6,300

	42,000
	80
	0
	 6,220
	6,220

	45,000
	 605
	0
	 5,695
	5,695

	50,537
	 1,574
	0
	 4,726
	4,726









	INCOME (£)

	ASSESSED CONTRIBUTION (£)
	MAINTENANCE GRANT (£)

	MAINTENANCE LOAN (£)
	TOTAL GRANT PLUS LOAN (£)

	Student living in lodgings
	
	
	Maximum £8132
	

	19,203
	0
	3,475
	6,282
	9,757

	20,000
	0
	3,300
	6,325
	9,625

	25,000
	0
	2,201
	6,596
	8,797

	29,019
	0
	1,318
	6,814
	8,132

	30,000
	0
	1,215
	6,917
	8,132

	35,000
	0
	689
	7,443
	8,132

	41,065
	0
	50
	8,082
	8,132

	41,540
	0
	0 
	8,132
	8,132

	42,000
	80
	0
	8,652
	8,052

	45,000
	605
	0
	7,527
	7,527

	53,043
	2,033
	0
	            6099       
	6,099




Illustration of Bursary and Loan entitlement for years four and five (after an intercalated course) or for year five (where an intercalated course is not followed) is as follows:
	HOUSEHOLD INCOME
(£)
	ASSESSED CONTRIBUTION (£)
	DoH
BURSARY
(£)
	MAINTENANCE LOAN
(£)
	TOTAL BURSARY PLUS LOAN
(£)

	Student living at home
	
	
	Standard Year
	Final Year
	Standard Year
	Final Year

	       < 24,770
	0
	1,920
	
2991
	
2268
	 4,911
	
4,188

	24,770
	45
	1,875
	
2991
	
2268
	 4,866
	
4,143

	30,000
	595
	1,325
	
2991
	
2268
	
4,316
	
3,593

	35,000
	1,121
	799
	
2991
	
2268
	 3,790
	
3,067

	40,000
	1,648
	272
	
2991
	
2268
	 3,263
	
2,540

	42,589
	1,920
	0
	
2991
	
2268
	 2,991
	
2,268

	Student living in lodgings
	
	

	Standard Year
	Final Year
	Standard Year
	Final Year

	       < 24,770
	0
	2,355
	
3,982
	
3,108
	
6,337
	
5,463

	24,770
	45
	2,310
	
3,982
	
3,108
	
6,292
	
5,418

	30,000
	595
	1,760
	
3,982
	
3,108
	
5,742
	
4,868

	35,000
	1,121
	1,234
	
3,982
	
3,108
	
5,216
	
4,342

	40,000
	1,648
	707
	
3,982
	
3,108
	
4,689
	
3,815

	42,719
	2,355
	0
	
3,982
	
3,108
	
3,982
	
3,108



· The maximum amounts of Maintenance Grant and Loan are less when a student receives DoH funding than when they receive standard funding. This is because students are not required to take out a Tuition Fee Loan to pay for their fees in those years but will have their fees paid in full through Student Finance NI, regardless of the level of household income, on receipt of an invoice from their university.
· For students attending Queen’s University Belfast an academic report confirming their progress will be forwarded automatically to their local Student Finance NI office to enable any bursary to be paid.
· Medical or Dental students who repeat*more than one year of their standard course will not be entitled to a DoH bursary for fourth or fifth year. Medical and Dental students who are required to repeat part of the course remain eligible to apply for a Tuition Fee Loan, an assessed Maintenance Loan, and a Maintenance Grant under the NI Education Student Support Regulations.
* This is not applicable to Medical/Dental students who have support renewed by Student Finance NI due to compelling personal reasons.

First Primary degree courses in Republic of Ireland (ROI)
· Medical and Dental students who choose to study in the ROI are not eligible to DoH funding in fourth or fifth year but will remain entitled to have their support paid under the NI Education Student Support Regulations, i.e. means-tested Maintenance Loan and Grant.
· Students who study their Medical or Dental degree in the ROI are required to submit an application form to their local Student Finance NI office, to apply for a Student Contribution Loan (registration fee) each academic year.
Second Primary degree courses including Graduate entry to Medicine and Dentistry at GB institutions
· Students from Northern Ireland who commence a second primary degree course in the GB or ROI are due limited support under the NI Education Student Support Regulations.
· Students can apply for a means-tested Maintenance Loan and other means-tested grants i.e. travel grant and dependents grants. 
· Students with a Disability, Learning Difficulty, etc can also apply for the Disabled Students Allowance which is not means-tested. 
· Students will be responsible for payment of the tuition fees or Student Contribution Charge (registration fee) to their university for the complete duration of the second primary degree course.


Graduate Entry Medicine (GEM) at Ulster University Magee
From 2025/26, new and existing Northern Ireland domiciled students will be eligible to apply for a Tuition Fee loan of up to £4855 for the full-time Graduate Entry Medicine course at Ulster University, Magee.  They will also be eligible to apply for a means tested maintenance loan and other means tested grants, i.e. travel, dependants grants.
Students with a Disability, Learning Difficulty, etc can also apply for the Disabled Students Allowance which is not means-tested.
Students are not eligible for a Maintenance Grant or a DoH bursary.
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